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In the four years since its
introduction, the SPARK
fraternity has grown to

include 409 pre-schools.

HE SINGAPORE PRE-
SCHOOL Accreditation
Framework (SPARK)
was introduced in
2011 to encourage pre-schools
to improve the quality of
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they can make reference to,” is also an indication of effective At-Tampines-Junction, which E]
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Since then, one in four “Parents and the community application. Ms Kunjammai d/o 5% Mr Koh with the SPAN( tedm.
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ultimately, certification is in the
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for children. “This can be done
through partnerships with
primary schools, which help
ease the transition for children.
Collaborations with community
partners such as the Health
Promotion Board and National
Heritage Board are also useful in
extending learning beyond the
classroom,” he says.

The future of \);
SPARK

cannot be static and must
adapt to an evolving
early childhood
landscape. “It should
remain relevant to
centres, teachers
and parents. To do
this, we carry out
centre visits and
conduct focus
group discussions.
With the feedback
we gather, we can
determine which
aspects are more

PARENTS AND THE
COMMUNITY ALSO

HAVE AN IMPORTANT
PART TO PLAY. SPARK
ASSESSES HOW CENTRES
INVOLVE PARENTS AND
THE COMMUNITY TO
STRENGTHEN THEIR
PROGRAMMES.

//Mr Koh Kok Khai
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Mr Koh emphasises that SPARK

useful and which are less useful.”

The Commendation category
for SPARK-certified centres,
introduced in 2014, distinguishes
centres with strong teaching
and learning practices, such as
a well-designed and integrated
curriculum. Currently, 56
centres have attained SPARK
(Commendation).

“This year, we will also review
the Quality Rating Scale (QRS)
used in evaluating the centres to
place greater focus on teaching
and learning practices. We will
offer training sessions for early
childhood professionals so that
they can better understand what
the revised QRS will entail,” says
Mr Koh. Details of this review will
be announced in 2016.

For more information on
SPARK, visit ecda.gov.sg/ 2
SPARKinfo @
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