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LEARN TO BETTER NURTURE YOUR CHILD’S 
APPRECIATION FOR THE MOTHER TONGUE LANGUAGE 

AT THE UPCOMING MTL SYMPOSIUM 2017. 

L
anguage learning does more 
than boost one’s literacy skills; 
it is also a window to learning 
and appreciating cultures. 

“A child exposed to Mother Tongue 
Language (MTL) at an early age will 
understand his own cultural practices 
and traditional values. It is very 
important to introduce MTL at a young 
age, so that children can connect with 
and respect their culture,” explains 
Ms Senthil Geetha, Tamil Language 
Teacher, MOE Kindergarten@
Westwood, and a participant at this 
year’s MTL Symposium (MTLS). 

Themed ‘Flourish in the Wonderland 
of Our Languages’, MTLS 2017 will 
focus on the importance of encouraging 
children to explore and discover the 
fun of MTL learning, as well as family-
centred efforts to create MTL learning 
environments beyond the classrooms. 

The day-long event will also 
recognise and showcase the continual 
efforts of pre-schools and the 
community in promoting MTLs among 
the young, and provide platforms for 
educators and parents to interact with 
language experts. 

Ms Low Yen Ling, Senior 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Education (MOE) and Ministry of Trade 
and Industry, encourages educators 
and parents of pre-school children 
to attend MTLS. “Early exposure 
to a bilingual environment allows 
for the development of an array of 

competencies, leading to growth in 
the children in various domains such 
as attentiveness, and the ability to 
switch between tasks and decipher 
non-verbal cues.” 

Something For Everyone 
Ms Geetha is one of the MOE 
Kindergarten teachers who will be 
setting up booths at MTLS 2017. 
The booths will showcase MTL 
projects carried out under the MOE 
Kindergarten’s Starlight Literacy 
Programme, which nurtures early 
childhood (EC) bilingualism. Visitors 
can draw on the learning resources 
and games used in class to develop 
children’s listening, speaking and early 
literacy skills. 

EC professionals can exchange 
ideas and teaching strategies with 
the MOE Kindergarten teachers at 
the respective booths. Parents, on 
the other hand, can engage in the 
interactive activities with their children. 

“Through MTLS, we hope to convey 
the message that learning MTL is a 
collaborative effort between home and 
pre-school,” says Ms Siti Jamilah, Malay 
Language Teacher, MOE Kindergarten@
Yishun, who will also participate in 
MTLS. “With a supportive home and 
pre-school learning environment, and 
through everyday interactions with 
people around them, children will 
develop an interest and appreciation 
for their MTL.”  

B U I L D I N G  A  S T R O N G  F O U N D AT I O N 

IN  B IL INGUALISM

Children at MOE Kindergarten@Yishun learning how to keep 
themselves and their environment clean, through a lesson conducted in Malay

WAYS TO SPARK 
YOUR CHILD’S 
LOVE FOR MTL

Create an immersive 
environment for language 
learning. At home, I plan for 
‘Speak Chinese Period’ with 
my kids every Tuesday.
Ms Low Yen Ling

Read MTL storybooks 
together or play simple 
language games like 
‘I Spy’ where children can 
expand and enrich their 
vocabulary, while going 
about your daily activities. 
Ms Senthil Geetha

Acknowledge and affirm 
your child’s efforts to speak 
in his MTL. This is a sure 
confidence-booster.  
Ms Siti Jamilah

SAVE THE DATE! 
MTL SYMPOSIUM 2017
19 Aug 2017 (Sat), 11am to 8pm  
Suntec Singapore Convention 
& Exhibition Centre 
EVENT HIGHLIGHTS: 

    Outstanding Pre-School MTL 
Teacher Award Ceremony 

    Exhibition and sales booths 
    Sharing sessions and workshops 

by academic experts and 
local personalities 

    Performances 

Children at MOE Kindergarten@Westwood 
conversing with one another in Tamil 
during playtime
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