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.= INSTILLING POSITIVE
'VALUES IN CHILDREN

THIS YEAR’S ‘START SMALL DREAM BIG’

INITIATIVE CONTINUED

TO FOSTER THE SPIRIT OF GIVING IN PRE-SCHOOLERS WITH
A BIGGER, BETTER AND BOLDER PROGRAMME.

olunteerism helps children
develop positive values, such
as humility, kindness and
compassion. To encourage
pre-schools to create authentic
platforms for children to innovate,
problem-solve and tap on their unique
strengths to help others, ECDA
launched the President’s Challenge
initiative ‘Start Small Dream Big’
(SSDB) in 2015.
Three years on, SSDB has

said,”SSDB offers a meaningful
platform for parents and teachers to
come together to inculcate positive
values in their children and enrich
their learning opportunities through
community service projects.”

Caring For The Environment
Teamwork between parents and
teachers shone through in the SSDB
project by The Salvation Army Child
Care Centres (SACCC). On 31 May,

child,” said Ms Cindy Koo, parent of a
K2 child. “The earlier children grasp the
concept of recycling and caring for the
environment, the better. As they grow
older, | would just need to reinforce

the message, as it has already been
implanted in their minds.” @

SSDB offers a meaningful
platform for parents and
teachers to come together

In conjunction with

SSDB, ECDA has introduced a
new service learning guide for
pre-school educators. It offers
practical ideas on how to instil
the joy of learning in children
and encouraging them to pursue
meaningful activities through
caring for their family and

the community. The guide has
been distributed to all SSDB-
participating pre-schools,
and is made available at
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become more robust than ever with SACCC organised a Recycling Carnival toinculcate positive ABout
an innovative programme line-up that at The Salvation Army Territorial : ; ;
reached out to over 34,000 children Headquarters to encourage children and values ln their .Ch”dre.n
from over 550 pre-school centres their families to actively reduce waste. and enrlch ,thelr Iearmng MORE THAN THE
— about four times more than its The carnival featured game stalls opportunltles th.rOUQh ) INAUGURAL
inaugural run. made from recyclable items such as community service projects. EVENT IN 2015,
used tetra packs and boxes; craft Mr Tan Chuan-Jin

Going Virtual corners that showed how old clothes MORE THAN
SSDB 2017 kicked off with a Virtual could be turned into shopping bags
Launch Party on 3 April 2017. and carriers; and a storytelling session CHILDREN
Pre-schools educators and parents of The Karang Guni Boy, a local book
celebrated their own project launches written to inspire children to recycle. ’ M@ (\
in their centres via the SSDB'’s “Through these activities, we hope to i B “ = l
Facebook page. impress upon the children that one S s s e ==

A new SSDB online portal man's trash could become another's FROM OVER
www.startsmalldreambig.com was also  treasure,” said SACCC Senior Teacher
introduced. The platform enabled pre- Ms Grace Victoria.
schools to document and share their Parents, too, participated by PRE-SCHOOL CENTRES
service opportunities and experiences donating recyclable materials and 3 PARTICIPATED IN THE
with others. volunteering to make the props =

In his welcome message at the alongside SACCC educators. “I'm %
Virtual Launch, Minister for Social and happy to support the centre in g INITIATIVE

Family Development Mr Tan Chuan-Jin
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nurturing good green habits in my

bit.ly/SSDB-ServiceLearningGuide.
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THE JOYS

OF FELLOWSHIP

ECDA FELLOWS MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE SECTOR.

plifting the professionalism and

quality of the early childhood

(EC) sector is a task that requires

time, commitment and the
right expertise. In April 2015, ECDA
appointed its inaugural batch of ECDA
Fellows, pinnacle leaders of the sector,
to support this goal. The 14 Fellows
have been contributing in various ways
to drive quality improvements in the EC
sector and to develop the fraternity of
EC professionals — and their efforts are
bearing fruit.

Co-Creating the Sector
The ECDA Fellows programme offers
several engagement platforms — either
face-to-face or online — through which
the Fellows can reach out to centre
leaders and educators. This, says ECDA
Fellow Dr Jacqueline Chung, Senior
Principal and Academic Director of
St. James’ Church Kindergarten, forges
a strong sense of collegiality. It also gives
the Fellows an opportunity to share their
expertise and influence the sector.
“Interactions with researchers,
academics and policymakers enrich our
professional growth and development,
and broaden our understanding of the
local EC sector,” says Dr Chung. “At
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Interactions with researchers,
academics and policymakers
enrich our professional
growth and development, and
broaden our understanding

of the local EC sector.
ECDA Fellow Dr Jacqueline Chung
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A QuICK RECAP
S ACTION PLAN PROJECTS:

» ECDA Fellows conducted a
series of training workshops,
including mentoring sessions,
spanning 8 different aspects
of Early Childhood Care and

Education (ECCE).

» Attended by 100 centre leaders
and senior teachers from
71 centres.

» Over98% of the participants
surveyed said that participating

Lecture for EC Leaders: Engaging the
Hearts and Minds of Our People

the same time, we still work on the
ground, in our own centres and with
other organisations, to offer quality EC in the projects gave them ideas
programmes that will benefit young to do theirwork better.
children and their families.” =1 [ COMMUNITY OF EC
One of the many coaching and . LEADERS SESSIONS:
mentoring sessions in 2016 by ECDA ﬁ?ﬂﬁ?ﬂ > ECDA Fellows co-organised
Fellows for centre leaders was events such as dialogue,
between ECDA Fellow Mrs Elsie Tan- lecture and sharing sessions
Chua, Principal of Living Sanctuary specially customised for
Kindergarten, and Mrs Mala Mohan, ECleaders.
Principal of Agape Little Uni. @ Jurong » Attended by 900 centre
West. Inspired by Mrs Tan-Chua, leaders and senior teachers.
Mrs Mohan integrated the use of » Close to100% of participants
recycled materials to develop teaching found the events beneficial
materials to support the children’s _ to their professional and
learning. An example is the flip-chart @ leadership development.
adaptation of recycled desktop calendars Q ECDA FELLOWS
which was well-received by the children, TALK SERIES:
as well as educators, and has since » ECDA Fellows produced an
sparked off a host of creative lesson plans. online collection of videos on
“If you want to make a change ECCE-related topics.
and do not know how to start, » Garnered an average of 3,500
ECDA Fellows are there to support you views per video on Beanstalk's
through the process with the necessary Facebook page.
skills to plan and implement ideas,” = &

says Mrs Mohan. “Now | have teachers é] KEE)PL(EZII\\II-)MON:

walking in with innovative curriculum
ideas, and we have a vibrant centre with
engaging learning environments for the
children to explore and learn.” @

» ECDA Fellows shared best
practices in ECCE through a
bi-monthly e-newsletter.

» Sentt04,700 centre leaders

regularly.

JOIN THE PROGRAMME AND
MAKE AN IMPACT!

Applications are now open for the second batch of ECDA Fellows.
-4 Tofind out whether you are eligible and how to apply,
' visithttps://www.ecda.gov.sg/Pages/ECDA-Fellows.aspx.
For queries, please email ECDA_PP@ecda.gov.sg.
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