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My Teacher, My School

Visit www.ecda.gov.sg/sparkinfo/Pages/Home.aspx 
for a full list of SPARK-certified pre-schools in Singapore. GO ONLINE

A  P A R E N T ’ S  G U I D E  T O  S P A R K

SPARK is… a voluntary quality 
assurance framework by ECDA to

assist pre-schools in raising the quality 
of their programmes catering to 

four- to six-year-old children.

SPARK certification is… awarded 
to centres that have met the quality 
standards in teaching and learning, 

management and administrative 
processes to enhance the holistic 

development and well-being of young 
children. It is valid for six years.

A CHILD’S EXPERIENCES IN A SPARK-CERTIFIED CENTRE

Child… Our Focus

 Activity-based learning in 
meaningful contexts

 Purposeful play 

 Quality interactions 
with peers and adults 

 Positive learning dispositions, 
such as perseverance, 
reflectiveness and inventiveness

 Current issues

 Holistic development
  Daily music / songs
  Elements of Art
  Showing care and respect

   for the world around them
  Daily story-telling
  Daily phonics and word recognition
  Gross and fine motor skills
  Healthy habits and safety practices
  Numeracy concepts and skills
  Self-management skills
  Social skills

Two changes to the SPARK 
framework were also announced 
during the ceremony. First, an 
Updated Edition of the Quality 

Rating Scale (QRS) is now ready for 
use. The QRS spells out the SPARK 
requirements and serves as a self-
appraisal tool for centres to evaluate 

the quality of their education 
programmes. The updated QRS 
puts greater focus on teaching and 
learning practices and includes 
clearer clarification notes. It is 
also aligned with the new licensing 
framework under the Early 
Childhood Development Centres 
Act. The QRS-Updated Edition will 
be distributed to pre-schools from 
mid-October. 

Second, the SPARK logo has 
undergone a subtle but important 
revision. “The SPARK logo has 
been refreshed with ECDA’s 
colours, reaffirming our 
commitment to the mission of 
providing a good start for every 
child,” said Ms Low.  

Receiving the SPARK 
honour from Ms Low
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