
Beanstalk is a quarterly publication 
by the Early Childhood 

Development Agency and is 
published by Mediacorp Pte Ltd. 

Copyright is held by the publishers. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in 

whole or in part is prohibited.  
Printed by KHL Printing Co Pte Ltd.

EDITORIAL PANEL

Angela Anthony
Jennifer Law

EDITORIAL CONSULTANT

Mediacorp Pte Ltd

Senior Editor Ronald Rajan 
Editor Dennis Yin  

Assistant Editor Fairoza Mansor 
Senior Writer Wanda Tan  

Writer Ashutosh Ravikrishnan  
Senior Art Director Don Lee 

Art Director Samuel Ng 
Senior Business Relationship 

Manager Michele Kho 
Contributing Senior Editor  

Agatha Koh Brazil 
Contributors Kelvin Chia, Ealbert Ho,  

Wong Boon Kiat 
 

ON THE COVER

From left Anisah Sultan Ali,  
Sean Tan, Qjstina Awfiyah,  

Kaylee Khor, Jaycob Sivabalan, 
Brendan Khor

Art Direction Samuel Ng  
Photography Kelvin Chia

Styling Sharon Tan 
assisted by Jessica Khor  

& Kim Nguyen 
Make-up Manisa Tan  

Hair Annie Tay  

T R A N S FO R M I N G  
T H E  E A R LY  
C H I L D H O O D  

S EC TO R

FOCUS
02  Mind in the Making
 Fostering critical thinking and problem-

solving skills in young children

EC LANDSCAPE
07  Support at Every Turn 
 Recognising the commitment of EC 

professionals and students at the ECDA 
Scholarships and Awards Presentation 
Ceremony 2017

IN THE NEWS
08 Ready for the Future
 Scaling new heights of excellence in the 

EC sector  

MY TEACHER, MY SCHOOL
10  A Lifelong Journey of 

Professionalism
 Outstanding EC Educarer, Ms Zhao Yilin, 

shares how learning is a continuous 
process for both children and educators

11  Partnerships with a Difference
 Outstanding EC Leader, Ms Gillian Neo, 

on enhancing pre-school experiences 
through strong relationships  

INNOVATION & RESEARCH
12  Young Problem Solvers 
 Living Sanctuary Kindergarten 

encourages problem-solving through  
its curriculum and physical space

 

13  Creating a Creative Play Space
 At St. James’ Church Kindergarten 

(Gilstead), everyone from children 
to parents, had a part in building the 
centre's playground

ASK THE EXPERTS
16  Q&A 

Techniques and tools to extend young 
children’s thinking

THRIVE
18  Little Scientists
 Sharpening thinking and reasoning skills 

through fun science experiments
  
21  A Crunch in Every Bite
 Prepare this crispy snack with  

your child

22 Let's Celebrate
 Liven up the fesive atmosphere with a 

handmade drum 

WELLNESS
23  Get Ready for Pre-school
 Ways to transit your child smoothly into 

a new learning environment

MAILBAG
24  We’ve Got Mail! 
 Parents on how they encourage their 

children to think creatively when solving 
problems

FUNTIMES
25  I Spy with My Little Eye
 Count and classify different stationeries 

Editor's Note
10

Jan-Mar 1

13

reetings to all early 
childhood (EC) 
professionals, parents 
and partners.

For the EC 
sector, 2018 will be a year of 
transformation. The sector 
can look forward to new and 
exciting opportunities to further 
improve the quality, accessibility 
and affordability of pre-school 
services. The government is 
committed to build on past 
achievements and do more to 
uplift the EC sector and give 
our children a good start. These 
include providing more pre-school 
places, setting up the National 
Institute for Early Childhood 
Development (NIEC), raising the 
professional quality and standing 
of EC teachers and carers, as 
well as implementing the Early 
Childhood Development Centres 
(ECDC) Act.

The early years are important 
to the holistic development of our 
children in the physical, language, 
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social-emotional and cognitive 
domains. Research tells us that 
there are long-term benefits 
to our children’s learning and 
development when we consciously 
facilitate their thinking, reasoning 
and problem-solving skills. Children 
become more motivated and have 
higher self-esteem and confidence. 
They are also more equipped to 
handle challenges and experience 
success in their school years and 
beyond. 

In this issue, we discuss the 
crucial role educators and parents 
play in laying the foundations 
for critical thinking from young, 
as well as how we can create 
opportunities for our children to 
reflect, analyse, reason and ask 
the right questions. We encourage 
our educators to strengthen their 
own critical-thinking competencies 
through activities such as 
practitioner inquiry projects, and 
to re-examine and value-add to 
their pedagogical practices. These 
can re-ignite their passion and 
purpose, and, in turn, benefit our 
young children.

All of us are trustees of 
our children’s early years. We 
can work together to boost 
our children’s critical-thinking 
ability, which is an essential life 
skill. As aptly put by American 
anthropologist Margaret Mead, 
“Children must be taught how to 
think, not what to think.”

Have a happy, healthy and 
fulfilling 2018! 
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