| EDITOR’S NOTE |

lad to join ECDA and to

be part of this vibrant and
dynamic early childhood
sector. As a mother of two,
whose second child recently turned 18
months old, this sector is naturally close
to my heart.

I was excited to have celebrated with
all the professionals in the sector at my
first Early Childhood Conference (ECC)
this year. We thank the 1,500 conference
participants, over 10,000 exhibition
visitors, our speakers and all our partners
for making this sector event a
huge success.

In conjunction with the ECC, three
signature sector events were held.

® Awards ceremony: We presented

22 awards to leaders, educators and
centres for their exemplary and innovative
teaching and learning practices. We
hope that the winners will continue to
strive towards professional excellence
and share their good practices with

the fraternity.

o SPARK certification presentation
ceremony: 112 preschools received
their SPARK certification, bringing the
total number of SPARK-certified centres
to more than half of the preschools

in Singapore.

e Start Small Dream Big (SSDB)
Finale: We applauded the efforts
of 49,000 children from over 820
preschools for their contributions
under the President's Challenge
SSDB movement. They spent

14 million hours on community
service projects for charity.

This year's conference was
organised with the theme of
outdoor learning. Research shows
that outdoor learning stimulates
the brain, improves children’s
ability to focus and learn, and
allows our children to learn with
multiple senses.

Playgrounds, parks, gardens,
museums and even one's immediate
neighbourhood provide our children
with a rich repertoire of learning
opportunities. Pick up practical tips
to support your children in outdoor
learning by downloading the digital
copy of the outdoor learning kit
‘Creative Conversations: The Scent of
Spices (Parents' Edition)" at go.gov.sg/
thescentofspices. Educators can
check out the “Outdoor Learning:

A National Guide for Early Childhood
Educators” and go to the repository of
Outdoor Learning Experiences at
bitly/Outdoor-learning to glean ideas
of learning experiences from others.

Outdoor learning is beneficial,
but not without risks. While we
want to keep our children safe, we
also need to teach them how to
assess consequences and learn to
manage risks so as to handle future
challenges as adults. As novelist
Roald Dahl aptly reminds us, “.the
more risks you allow children to take,
the better they learn to take care
of themselves!

MS JAMIE ANG

Chief Executive Officer
Early Childhood Development Agency (ECDA)

|CONTENTS |

FOCUS

02 The Great Outdoors
The Early Childhood Conference 2019
focuses on expanding children's
learning beyond the classroom

IN THE NEWS

07 A Good Start For Every Child
New initiatives to make quality
preschool education more affordable
and accessible

MY TEACHER, MY SCHOOL
09 SPARK-Struck!

More than half of the preschools

in Singapore have achieved

SPARK certification

10 Par Excellence
Celebrating the best of the early
childhood profession at the ECDA
Awards 2019

A Beanstalk clinched the APEX 2019 Award of
Excellence in the One of a Kind Publication
(Education & Training) Category!

ero
Early Childhood

Development Agency
EDITORIAL PANEL

Angela Anthony
Jennifer Law

Beanstalk is a quarterly publication by the
Early Childhood Development Agency
and is published by Mediacorp Pte Ltd.
Copyright is held by the publishers.
Allrights reserved. Reproduction in
whole or in part is prohibited.

Printed by KHL Printing Co Pte Ltd

11 Seeing Opportunities
& Possibilities
E-Bridge Pre-School (Bukit Panjang)
on its best practices

INNOVATION & RESEARCH
Self-Regulation
Children at Enfant Educare learn to
recognise and manage their emotions

Signed, Sealed And Delivered
Honing communication skills through
letters at PCF Sparkletots Preschool
@ Toa Payoh East-Novena Blk 247

EC LANDSCAPE
Rich Learning Landscapes
Here's how four preschools
incorporate indoor and outdoor
learning

ASK THE EXPERTS

16 Q&A
Making outdoor learning a safe and
rich learning experience

EDITORIAL CONSULTANT

AN
mediacorp

Mediacorp Pte Ltd

Senior Editor Ronald Rajan
Assistant Editor Fairoza Mansor
Contributing Editor Joyce Lim
Senior Writer \Wanda Tan
Senior Art Director Don Lee
Art Director Samuel Ng
Senior Busi Relationship M: Michele Kho
Contributors Aik Chen, Alvin Teo, Li Sihui
Pamela Quek, Wilson Pang

THRIVE

18 Connecting Kids & Nature
Spice-themed activities make
outdoor time fun and educational

21 Toast To The Holidays
Whip up a savoury, sweet treat that
smells like Christmas

22 Branching Out
Bring nature indoors with this DIY
hanging mobile

WELLNESS

23 Nature Playgrounds
Five spaces that encourage
exploration and discovery

MAILBAG

24 We've Got Mail!
Parents share their fun and enriching
outdoor experiences with their children

FUNTIMES
Spy With Your Little Eye
Find 10 hidden spices, S0
herbs and plants! I‘7."
< /3D

ON THE COVER
From left Joby Jose, Elisabeth Ann Jose
Tom Ng, Alethea Teo, Thaddeus Teo,
Kerine Hon, Idris Zuhairi

Art Direction Samuel Ng Photography Aik Chen
Styling Jessica Khor assisted by Dolphin Chan
Grooming Brenda Lye & Jenny Tan

OCT-DEC l



