
EDITOR’S NOTE

xposing children to a 
rich array of language 
and literacy experiences 
in their early years is 

important in order to give them 
a good start in life. Research 
shows that a solid language and 
literacy foundation helps children 
become stronger readers and 
communicators. It also strengthens 
their comprehension, thinking and 
problem-solving skills. As a result, 
children increase in confidence and 
overall well-being. As Benjamin 
Lee Whorf, a linguist, remarked, 
“Language shapes the way we 
think, and determines what we  
can think about.” 

This edition of Beanstalk looks 
at how we can help young children 
boost their language and literacy 
skills. Preschools play a key role in 
building our children’s foundation 
for language and literacy. In a 
multiracial society like Singapore, 
it is also important for educators 
to help children learn their mother 
tongue. To support this, the 
Government will introduce a new 
Certificate in Preschool Mother 
Tongue Language Teaching for 
Chinese Language later this year. 

This adds to existing courses  
for the teaching of Malay and  
Tamil languages, and will  
help educators hone their skills  
in teaching languages to  
our children.

The Government has also 
announced measures to  
enhance inclusion and support  
for children with developmental 
needs. These efforts stand to 
benefit all children. Children  
with developmental needs can  
develop social skills and  
participate more meaningfully 
alongside their typically- 
developing peers. Typically-
developing children can also 
develop positive attitudes, such  
as empathy, and acquire more 
helping and prosocial behaviours 
from a young age. 

To support children from  
low-income families, the 
Government will further expand 
KidSTART to more regions. 
KidSTART equips parents with  
the knowledge and skills to  
nurture their children’s early 
development, including their 
physical and socio-emotional  
well-being. This includes helping 
parents learn to interact with  
their children and develop their 
language skills. 

Finally, I’d like to end off with 
a Chinese proverb: “To learn a 
language is to have one more 
window from which to look at  
the world.” Let us work together  
to open as many windows as  
possible for our children to  
the world. 

MS JAMIE ANG
Chief Executive Officer 
Early Childhood Development Agency (ECDA)

E

12

14

15

13

16

BOOSTING LANGUAGE 
AND LITERACY SKILLS 02

APR-JUN  1

FOCUS
02   The Word Is Out  
 The importance and benefits of 

developing language and literacy  
skills in the early years

EC LANDSCAPE 
07   Connecting With The Child   

Language learning gets a boost  
with the Abecedarian Approach 

08   24 Awarded Fellowship  
New members join the ECDA  
Fellows fraternity

10   Advancing Support For  
Children In Preschools  
Look forward to greater accessibility, 
affordability, quality and inclusion 

CONTENTS MY TEACHER, MY SCHOOL
12   Tech It Up A Notch  

Using information and 
communications technology  
to enhance language learning 

13   Ask And Learn   
How the art of questioning  
strengthens children’s thinking  
and communication skills     

INNOVATION & RESEARCH 
14   The Write Attitude 
 A book-making project leads to  

a deeper appreciation for books 

15   Inspiring Reading Spaces  
 Tools and tips to create a conducive 

environment for young readers  

 ASK THE EXPERTS 
16  Q&A 

How to engage reluctant readers  
and support children with speech  
and language difficulties  

THRIVE
18   Going By The Book  
 Get an early start in nurturing  

readers for life 

21  Garden To Table 
 Plant a delicious surprise 

with a flower pot cake  

22  Dim The Lights! 
 Put on a show with your own  

shadow puppet theatre

WELLNESS
23  Five Ways To Kindle An  

Interest In Reading 
 Use print in the environment  

to bridge the connection  
between letters and reading

MAILBAG
24   We’ve Got Mail! 
 Parents share ways to nurture  

their children’s language and  
literacy development 

FUNTIMES
25   Make It Count 
 How many syllables are there  

in each word?  

Senior Editor Ronald Rajan 
Assistant Editor Wanda Tan 

Contributing Editor Joyce Lim 
Senior Art Director Don Lee 

Art Director Samuel Ng
Associate Art Director Rachel Lim 

Senior Business Relationship Manager Michele Kho 
Contributors Aik Chen, Pamela Quek,  

Priyanka Agarwal, Chia Ee Khim, Elisabeth Lee 

EDITORIAL CONSULTANT

Mediacorp Pte LtdEDITORIAL PANEL
Angela Anthony

Jennifer Law

Beanstalk is a quarterly publication by the 
Early Childhood Development Agency 
and is published by Mediacorp Pte Ltd. 

Copyright is held by the publishers.  
All rights reserved. Reproduction in  

whole or in part is prohibited. 

Printed by KHL Printing Co Pte Ltd.

ON THE COVER 

Photos and illustrations Shutterstock.com

THRIVE
Spread The Word
How to cultivate children’s love  
for books and reading

Garden To Table
Make this no-bake cake for  
Mother's or Father's Day

Dim The Lights!
DIY shadow puppets for  
storytelling fun

APR-JUN 

2021

T H E  M A G A Z I N E  F O R  E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  P R A C T I T I O N E R S  A N D  P A R E N T S

/BeanstalkSingapore

ecda.gov.sg/growatbeanstalk

user/ecdasingapore

5
EASY EVERYDAY 

WAYS
to learn new  

words

A S ET O F E NTE RTAI N I N G  
AN D E D UCATI O NAL  
CH I LD R E N ’ S BOO KS 

THE ABCs AND 
BEYOND
Laying the foundation for language 
and literacy in the early years

MAKE IT 
COUNT

Fun with  
syllables

Beanstalk clinched the APEX 2019  
Award of Excellence in the 
One of a Kind Publication  
(Education & Training) Category!

Some photos in this issue were taken before the Circuit Breaker period, and feature children/adults without masks on.


