| EDITOR’S NOTE |

CELEBRATING OUR

QUALITY EDUCATORS

AND PRESCHOOLS

new normal, it is heartening

that our preschools continue
to strive for quality in early
childhood (EC) care and education
and strong home-preschool-
community partnerships to enrich
our children's development.

After a hiatus of two years,
the EC fraternity came together
in hybrid modality on 29 October
2022 to celebrate the sector's
collective achievements at
the inaugural Early Childhood
Celebrations (ECC). True to the
ECC theme of “Celebrating as
One, Together We Soar", we
witnessed the enthusiasm and
camaraderie of EC educators as
they cheered fervently for their
fellow colleagues and preschools
at the ECDA Awards ceremony,
SPARK certificate presentation
ceremony and Start Small Dream
Big Finale.

ECDA wishes to congratulate
our 29 ECDA Awards winners and

I n Singapore's transition to the

75,000 children from 1,100
preschools who have contributed
2.5 million hours of community
service and raised over S$130,000
for charity.

Several key measures to
enhance preschool accessibility
and affordability were also
announced at ECC 2022. To better
support families, 22,000 additional
preschool places will be created
in the next two years, with fee
cap reductions in preschools run
by Anchor Operators (AOPs) and
Partner Operators (POPs) from 2023.

To support this capacity growth,
the EC sector will need to attract
and retain more educators. Over
the next two years, there will be
salary adjustments for educators in
government-supported preschools.
Fresh diploma graduates and
new mid-career entrants joining
AOP preschools can also expect
a monthly starting salary of $2,800.
To improve working conditions,
the government will engage
various stakeholders to co-develop
solutions such as reviewing
requirements for Saturday
preschool services, increasing
non-contact time for educators,

and growing a relief manpower pool.

Our EC educators matter. As
Barack Obama aptly put it, “Invest
in our teachers, and our children
will succeed.” | hope parents and
the wider community can show our
educators greater appreciation as it
will motivate them in terms of their
passion and commitment towards
our children's development, and in
turn, give every child a good start
in life!

|CONTENTS |

FOCUS

02 Together As One
Highlights of the first Early
Childhood Celebrations 2022

04 Partners With Purpose
Why it is crucial to surround
children with a supportive and
caring community

MY TEACHER, MY SCHOOL
07 Hardware And Heartware
How this outstanding centre develops
educators and quality programmes

08 More Than Words
Cultivating interest in Mandarin
in the early years

09 Wonder-Filled Journey
The quest for quality sparks
a richer curriculum

Early Childhood

Development Agency

EDITORIAL PANEL
Angela Anthony
Jennifer Law

Beanstalk is a quarterly publication by the
Early Childhood Development Agency
and is published by Mediacorp Pte Ltd
Copyright is held by the publishers.
All rights reserved. Reproduction in

*

EC LANDSCAPE
More Support For Families
And Educators
Upcoming developments in the
early childhood sector from 2023

Not Just ‘All Play And No Work’
Debunking myths about infant care

INNOVATION & RESEARCH
Sense Of Place
Connecting with community spaces
through story creation

Training Wheels
Nurturing children’s thinking through
the making of transport models

ASK THE EXPERTS

16 Q&A
What parents and educators can

I.. do to strengthen their partnership

‘I AR 43 i3

EDITORIAL CONSULTANT

mediacorp
Mediacorp Pte Ltd

Senior Editor Ronald Rajan
Editor Wanda Tan
Contributing Editor Joyce Lim
Senior Art Director Don Lee
Art Director Samuel Ng
Associate Art Director Rachel Lim

" cZizaramive |-,
" rOSInE,
WE 50 hv

THRIVE

18 In Good Company
Leveraging community
partnerships to bring learning
outside the classroom

21 Say ‘Frushi’!
Easy banana sushi rolls with
fun toppings

22 Good Old Yarn
Make yarn ornaments for Christmas

WELLNESS

23 5Ways To Strengthen
Inter-Generational Bonds
Celebrate the special grandparent-
grandchild relationship

MAILBAG

24 We've Got Mail!
Parents and grandparents
share how they tap on
community resources

FUNTIMES
Who's In My Family?
Fillin the family tree and see
how everyone is connected

B

ON THE COVER

Photos and illustrations
Shutterstock.com

WIKNER

Beanstalk clinched the

Assistant Lead, Business Development Michele Kho APEX 2022 Award of Excellence
Contributors Roy Yap, Pamela Quek, Rafidah Razak, éF'E}{_ in the Print Media (Education &
Chia Ee Khim, Pooja Thakur, Elisabeth Lee mmdti i 11aining) category!

whole or in part is prohibited.

the 121 SPARK-certified preschools
on their accomplishments. Our
appreciation also goes to the
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