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Some say from infant to the age of six are a
child’s ‘wonder years’. Do you agree?

Daniel: For sure. Having seen Clara through
that stage and now with Heidi in the middle of
it, Betty and | withessed — and are witnessing
— the girls’ many ‘firsts’, as well as a varied
range of achievements in their language,
actions and thought processes. It’s an exciting
time not just for them but for us as well.

Jeannie: | read that this is the time when a
child absorbs the most, so it would be

the children to hone their lifeskills such as basic
hygiene, environmental awareness, sense of
self and important motor skills before stepping
into a more structured learning environment in
primary school.

Raymond: Jeannie and | are not the kiasu type
and don’t have much expectations. | don’t
want to put too much pressure on my child or
the pre-school. | believe a child should have as
much fun as he or she can because these few
years of ‘no worries’ are precious and hard to
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that their actions affect one

another, so it’s the best time to impart moral
values as this is when children are most
receptive. However, we need to get past looking
at children as just ‘blank sheets of paper’. We
need to remember that when a child enters
pre-school, he or she brings his or her own
experience, as much or as little as it is.

The child’s home environment and the people
he or she is in close contact with have an
impact on his or her behaviour. As educators,
we need to understand where the child is

; coming from so as to manage his or her
Qanlel ‘ﬁy'm learning and development better. Cha}:‘l()tte
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I | J increase their vocabulary easily and pick
up math or other skills without much effort.
It is awesome to witness how much they can
- ' I learn. | notice this especially in my art classes
4 3 - where the kids use all five senses to express
t : . [ . themselves creatively. Through art, they also
S pick up social skKills like sharing art materials

and respecting their friends’ turns.

Parents, what then do you expect of

your child’s development during the
pre-school phase?

Betty: We want Clara and Heidi to be able to
socialise easily with other children and also
with adults outside the family. The classroom or
learning setting should facilitate this so they are
not apprehensive about expressing themselves.
We also see pre-school as an opportunity for
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in art lessons because whatever
work she brought home seemed
to fall short of her parent’s
expectations. It was an uphill
task for me to instill confidence
back in her — a testament that
teachers very much need the
support of parents, so the child
will not miss out.

Charlotte: Parents’ expectations
shift as their child grows. Parents
with pre-school toddlers are
usually concerned that basic
needs like food, water and
hygiene, are met. Parents of

an older child will start to be
increasingly concerned with
academics and how the
pre-school is preparing him

or her for primary school. As
educators, we recognise these
concerns. It’s been a challenge for
the early childhood industry as

a whole to provide that smooth
transition from pre-school to
primary school. It’s not so simple
because most pre-schools focus
on purposeful play, whereas the
primary school environment is
more structured. At the end of
the day, as Fadly says, we want to
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in the same pre-school made it a lot easier.

Heidi was engrossed in her classroom

activities even before her second day at

pre-school was over! In that sense, | think an

engaging lesson plan and teachers are

crucial, and we are thankful the girls’

pre-school provided both.

Educators, what do you make of parents’ f
expectations and do you expect the same |
from the children as well? ’
Fadly: Parents naturally have expectations of
their child and of the teachers. | hear these
concerns and as a parent myself, | understand.
Some parents do have too-high expectations
of their child and as a result, put unnecessary
pressure on him or her. For example, | have

a girl in class who didn’t want to participate
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What else should a pre-school provide
and teach?

Jeannie: Raymond and | honestly haven’t
thought this far ahead but if | have to say
something, it would be that my child picks
up social skills in school so that she can
communicate easily, and with respect, with
her friends as well as other people. As
working parents however, affordability and
convenience are important factors for us when
picking a pre-school.

Charlotte: The good news 6 6
is, there’s been an increased

when we see children as competent beings

just needing the right environment and guidance.
Don’t take away their opportunity to learn, don’t
take away their voice by being too overprotective.

Daniel: More parents, Betty and | included, are
increasingly expecting quality educators but we
also understand that to attract such teachers is
difficult and to retain them, even harder. There
should be recognition for such professionals. It
would be wonderful if quality
pre-school can be made more
affordable so a good learning
and development programme
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early childhood education. @ differznce when  something that's nice-to-have. @
Educators and parents we see children as

need to let a child know

that he or she can express Competent beings

what’s needed without

resorting to crying. At the jUSt needing the
same time, adults also need right znVironmznt
and guidance.

to understand that crying

is a basic instinct for most
children as a form or self-
expression. So educators
and parents need to help
the child re-adjust so he or she will learn to
use speech to communicate. Once a child
can manage his or her emotions, social skills
will come naturally.

Has there been a change in the early
childhood sector? If so, in what ways has
it evolved to support these amazing
years of a child’s life?

Fadly: The public is warming up to
the idea of male pre-school teachers.
When | first started seven years ago,
many parents mistook me for the
school’s technician, IT personnel
or photographer because | always
have a camera slung over my
shoulder. One parent was so
worried, he actually came down
to the school for the first time
ever, just so he could check on
me. We spoke and over time

built a rapport. My passion in
working with children, coupled
with their child’s excitement to
come to my class, have helped me
gain the parents’ trust.

Charlotte: Mindsets are beginning
to change. More industry players
are beginning to see children as
competent. For example, fewer
parents are insisting that their
child be kept away from scissors or
other so-called dangerous objects.
As educators and parents we need
to reason and work with the child.
It makes a world of difference
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