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M
RS GLADYS CHAN may not quite 
 t the pro le of your usual pre-
school teacher. She came to be 
one only when she had returned to 

Singapore after living in Jakarta for 11 years. 
Mrs Chan was 38 when she started on her 
second career as an educator. 

“At my job interview at the Living 
Sanctuary Kindergarten (LSK), I told the 
principal then, Mrs Joyce Tan, that I would 
probably not last two weeks as I might 
not be suited for the job." she says. She 
was hired, and has been teaching at the 
kindergarten since then.

Mrs Chan started as an assistant teacher. 
That was 16 years ago. In September this 
year, she won the ECDA Outstanding Teacher 

Gladys Chan, this year’s ECDA 
Outstanding Teacher,  nds fresh 
ways to engage her students. 
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Leap Of Award. Winning the award, she says, was 

“a good re ection process for me. It is an 
affi  rmation that whatever I have been doing 
is recognised and valued.”  

Creative Teacher 
In this age of iPads 
and the Internet, 
even pre-schoolers 
are well informed 
and don’t always 
rely on teachers 
for information. 
Mrs Chan, 54, 
now a senior 
teacher, says 
teachers are 
challenged these 
days on how to hold 
children’s interest 
in class. “You have to 
engage the children and spark 
their interest so [that they would] ask 
questions and explore the subject [further].”

For example, when a K2 class was 
learning about water recycling, they made 
a visit to the NEWater Visitor Centre at Koh 
Sek Lim Road to enable them to connect  
what they had learnt in school to saving 
water at home by using recycled water for 
washing  oors and watering plants.  

Her innovative methods and dedication 
led LSK’s Principal, Mrs Elsie Tan-Chua and 
Mrs Chan’s colleagues to nominate her for 
the award. “Gladys has been an exemplary 
and outstanding teacher who is passionate 
and enthusiastic in nurturing early learners,” 
says Mrs Tan-Chua.

Teaching to Mrs Chan is more than a job. 
“Our work touches the lives of the children 
in our care,” she says. The bene t is mutual 
too. “ Early on [in my career], I saw how the 
children would come to me and express 
their aff ection. When I fell sick and did not 
come to work, they gave me hugs the next 
day and said they missed me!”

Part of the pioneer batch of the 
Certi cate in Early Childhood Teaching 
graduates in 1999, Mrs Chan went on to 
obtain a Diploma in Early Childhood Care 
and Education  ve years later.  C    

Thoughts to Teach By
+ Be Teachable – Listen and learn
+ Be Bold – Have a “dare to try” spirit
+ Be Adventurous – Fear not failure even if fear is real
+ Be Persistent – Don’t give up, continue good practices
+ Be Patient – Wait for results as every process takes time 

GLADYS CHAN54, Senior Teacher, Living Sanctuary Kindergarten
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