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Educators and parents talk about 

their collective role in nurturing 

pre-schoolers’ enthusiasm for their 

Mother Tongue Language. 

Clockwise from left: S Vaithiya Nathan Siva, Nurissa Syafirra Binte Muhamad Adeeb Fadhil, Loy Xing--Han and Yeo Rui Jing 

Parents, how important is it to 
you that your child is bilingual? 
Ren Pian: In Singapore, it is vital that 
children know English. But as a Chinese 
family, it is also important for our two 
sons to know the language as well as the 
culture and traditions. [My husband and 
I] speak Mandarin at home to them and 
leave them to pick up English at their 
pre-school, so both of them are strong in 
their Mother Tongue Language (MTL). 

Adeeb: We live in modern times, but it is 
important that the younger generation 
understand their culture and customs. 
At home, [my wife and 
I] speak Malay to 
Nurissa and her 
three older 
siblings, so she 
is  uent in 
the language. 
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