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Getting To Know..



INTRODUCTION

“Curriculum for babies?” The answer is “Yes.” The 
development that occurs from birth to 3 years lays the 

foundation for all later learning.

(National Research Council and Institute of Medicine, 2000). 

To ensure an effective foundation for later development and 
success, infant/toddler experiences should be designed to 

meet the individual needs of each child.
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(National Infant & Toddler 
Care Initiative, 2010)



Observation/Documentation

• What skills has this child mastered in: 

Communication or language? 

Cognition? 

Motor development? 

Social skills? 

Emotional development/self regulation? 

• What skills or activities appear to lead to frustration or challenge? 

• What interactions, objects, or activities engage his attention? 



Observation/Documentation

Given the fact that observation is an ongoing process for 
the adult, including both spontaneous as well as planned 

observations, effective documentation can take many 
forms. 



Reflection
• What developmental skill or activity does she appear to be working on? 

• What activities or objects hold his interest? Which ones do not? 

• What is she trying to do with that object? 

• What strategies is he using to play with that toy? 

• Is she engaging with (objects or people) differently than she did a month 
ago? What is different? What has not changed? 

• How did my action affect the outcome of the child’s experience? 

• What else do I need to know? 

• What questions do I have for the family about this?



Handout 1



Practice Session

Watch Video
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After Observing and Documenting…
What Next?

Simplistic View

(National Infant & Toddler Care Initiative, 2010)
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Involving Families in Curriculum Development and 
Implementation

Handout 4- Case Study Discussion

• What strengths does Melissa exhibit? 

• What opportunities for growth are evident in this brief example? 

• What are the key points you might address with Melissa? 

• What might you say to Melissa?

• Discuss challenges and barriers, as well as suggestions for 

overcoming them.



Handout 2

The Planning



Handout 3

The Planning



Handout 4

Evaluating The 
Curriculum



Conclusion

• The developmental foundation built during this period has 
lifelong implications, the responsibility for children’s learning 
while in out-of-home care is too significant to be left to chance.

• An individualized curriculum provides a way for teacher-
caregivers to be intentional about the way they support 
development and learning in children under 3 and ensures that 
all aspects of development are being monitored and 
appropriately supported in a variety of ways.




